sources, and the first of these, a passage from Herodotus about the people of Lycia, in Asia Minor, was sufficiently explicit to be set out in full.
They ha ae one singular custom which distinguishes them from every other nation in the world: naming themselves by their mothers, not their fathers. Ask a Lycian who he is and he answers by giving his own name, that of his mother and so on in the female line. Also, if a free woman marries a slave, their children are full citizens; but if a free man marries a foreign woman, or lives with a concubine, even if he is the chief man in the State, the children forfeit all the rights of citizenship 1). 
